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Sir: 

An interview was conducted with Examiner Michelle (Shelley) 
Clement on September 7, 2006. Present at the interview were 
Jaime H. Cuadros, one of the Applicants of this patent 
application, and Robert E * Goozner, local attorney for the 
Applicants. 

The overall technology of the inventive field was 
discussed, along with the features of the present invention. 
Examiner Clement was shown a previously fired prototype of the 
projectile of the present invention. The prototype had a single 
layered cap with slits that went all the way through the cap. 
Examiner Clement noted that she did not expect the plastic 
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Appl. No. 10/827,000 
material of the projectile to be so hard as she inspected the 
projectile. 

It was noted that allowed claims 1 and 16 of the present 
invention recite a nose cap, but that the nose cap comprises an 
inner hard nose cap covered by an outer soft nose cap. This 
claim terminology differs from the single- layered nose cap of 
the production prototype. As a result, it is preferable to 
amend claim 1 (or to have another independent claim) to remove 
the phrase ^comprising an inner hard nose cap covered by an 
outer soft nose cap and" from lines 4 and 5. Additionally, the 
importance of having liquid filler with a specific gravity of 
about 2 was discussed* 

The present invention was then compared to the Gibson 
patent. Gibson pertains to paint balls. Gibson at column 17, 
lines 6-12 discusses scoring the projectile to promote 
fracturing. in contrast, the slits of the present invention are 
not to promote fracture, but are to promote deformation or 
reforming to an open state (specification at page 7, lines 3-6). 
The fluid of Gibson is also a vegetable dye dissolved in water 
(which has a specific gravity of about 1) r which is 
fundamentally different from the dense liquid (specific gravity 
of about 2) of the present invention. 

By the end of the interview. Examiner Clement appeared to 
agree that the present invention might be better claimed to 
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define over Gibson, Examiner Clement proposed that amending the 
claims to recite that the slits go entirely from outside to 
inside of the upper nose portion would be helpful. Also, 
reciting a fluid having a specific gravity of about 2 will also 
help to define the present invention over Gibson, Additionally, 
if any data can be presented showing the critically of the 
specific gravity of the present invention. Examiner Clement 
indicated that this would be helpful in demonstrating the 
patentability of the invention. Jaime Cuadros noted that he had 
generated some computer simulations that show the criticality of 
the specific gravity. 

At the end of the interview, Examiner Clement prepared an 
Interview Summary, which stated: 

Applicant discussed the background of the art and current 
invention and differences. Discussed putting in language 
of slits going entirely from outside to inside of upper 
nose portion ♦ Discussed filing either divisional or RGB* 
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